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‘the pathway to success’ 

9th January 2024 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Happy New Year! I hope you all had a restful Christmas and enjoyed time with family and friends over the 
festive period. We are now back to school, this being our first full week back. Children settled quickly last 
Thursday and Friday, mostly remembering our school rules well, which should make for a smooth start to 
our focused learning through this term. 

Attendance 

Once again, I am stating that it is highly important that children attend school. Any day missed is lost 
learning. The curriculum is so full that there is no time to revisit anything missed due to absence. Therefore, 
please make sure your child attends school. Research has shown that children who attend well get better 
SATs results at the end of Y2 and Y6 and that they are generally better prepared for future learning 
compared to those that have had absences. 

If your child had less than 90% attendance in the autumn term I will be writing to you shortly, to invite you 
to attend a meeting at school. Hopefully, we will be able to find a way forward together to support you 
with your child’s attendance. 

Teaching Arrangements 

We have been fortunate to have some funds in our budget to enable us to appoint a supply teacher 
through the spring term, initially for mornings. This means we will be able to split our Y2 class into two 
small groups, with 14 of our children being taught in what was previously the family room, supported by 
Mrs. Dunn every morning for English and Maths. Working in two smaller classes will give a boost to our Y2 
children as they begin to prepare for KS2 in Sept 2024. Mrs. Robinson and Mrs. Robson should have 
informed you of which children will be working in this group, but if you have any queries, please don’t 
hesitate to contact the office and make an appointment to come and see me. We are in the process of 
ensuring we have a good supply teacher, having trialed this with one on Monday. We will keep you 
informed of when the class will be splitting into groups. 
 
Jewellery in school 
 
Last week I reminded all children in assembly that they should not be wearing jewellery for school. Small 
stud earrings when ears have been pierced are allowed, and if children are unable to remove these 
themselves then plasters must be worn during PE activities to ensure safety. Watches, but NOT smart 
watches, are also allowed to be worn, as these support children in learning to tell the time. Other than this, 



please ensure your child/ren leave jewelry at home. It can cause upset if it is damaged or lost at school and 
can also be a hazard in general, but especially during physical activity (PE and playtimes). Thank you in 
advance for your co-operation with this. 
 
School Uniform 
 
Through the course of this week, your child will be coming home with a free school sweatshirt or cardigan 
that has been provided by the school, enabled by a company called INEOS who have kindly awarded the 
school some money. This sweatshirt or cardigan is yours to keep, all we ask is that when your child 
outgrows this, you return it back to school. We hope to enable the recycling of logoed school uniform so 
that all children can be recognizable as attending our school. This is particularly important when we go on 
school trips and visits. 
 
We want all of our children to be proud to come here. Wearing the school logo on their sweatshirt we hope 
will support this. 
 
Kindest Regards, 
 
 
Ms. A. Norman 
 

 

 

Diary Dates 

Thursday 4th January 2024          School re-opened for children 

Monday 5th February – 
Wednesday 7th February 2024       Robinwood Residential Trip 
 
Thursday 15th February 2024          Last day of spring 1st half term (school closes for one week) 

Friday 16th February 2024                Staff Training Day 

Monday 19th – Friday 23rd 2024      February School Half Term Holidays 

Monday 26th February 2024            School re-opens for children 

Thursday 28th March 2024              Last day of spring 2nd half term (school closes for the Easter holidays) 

 

 


