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‘the pathway to success’ 

19th December 2023 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

It’s the end of the first full term of the school year, and what a term it has been! The children have worked 
so hard over such a long term and all seem to have thoroughly enjoyed the activities over recent weeks in 
the run up to Christmas. I’m hoping they have a chance to enjoy the break and get fully rested, ready for 
the return and our second term, in the spring. 

Teaching Arrangements 

There are very few changes to teaching arrangements for the spring term. When we return in January, Mrs. 
Cleminson will continue to be in the nursery unit (a change that was made at October half term) and Miss 
Elmes will continue to teach in year 1. Other than this all teachers remain in the classes they started with in 
September.  
 
You may be aware that Mrs Swinbank has had some absence recently. We have maintained the same 
supply cover, Miss Copley to ensure continuity for the children. She will remain with us as we move forward 
in January.  
 
I’d like to extend a warm welcome to Miss Green, who is working 1:1 with a child in KS2 and a “welcome 
back” to Miss Davey who also works 1:1 with a child in KS2. The appointment of Miss Green has enabled 
Mrs. Evans to undertake some speech and language support across the school as well as supporting Y5. 
Mrs. Dunn will be joining us from a supply contract on a more permanent basis at the end of January, 
working 1:1 with a child in KS1 and we also have a vacancy advertised for another 1:1 post in KS1 that will 
close on 8th January 2024. 
 
This will mean our staffing will be at full capacity as we move forward to bring about improvements 
recommended by the Ofsted inspection in April 2023 
 
Office Staff 
 
In January we will be joined by Miss Laverick, who is taking up an apprenticeship to work with Mrs. Bone in 
the school office. She will begin with us on the return after the Christmas break which will hopefully enable 
you to have better contact with the school when you call us or pop in. I’d like to thank you for your 
patience bearing with us as we were short staffed in the office for quite a period of time, and I know the 
frustrations caused when you’ve had to wait to speak to someone, either in person or on the telephone.   
 



Memorial for Mrs. Nichols 
 
We continue with planning our memorial for Mrs. Nichols. You may have noticed at the Christmas Fair a 
collection tub was available for any donations. This remains at the entrance area of the school. If you would 
like to contribute please feel free to send in your contribution with your child on the return to school in 
January and they can pop it in the collection tub. We still hope to be able to start work on the memorial 
late spring/early summer. I will keep you informed of developments. 
 
Home time arrangements 
 
Thank you for your support with the changes to home times and your responses around the consultation 
relating to this. All responses will be taken to the next full governing body meeting in January and 
governors will consider the suggestions made. These include, a different waiting area for Y5 and Y6 parents 
due to congestion at the palyground gate and different collection times for different year groups. I will keep 
you informed if there are to be any changes but currently, for now, the home time arrangements will 
remain the same. 
 
Attendance 
 
You will, by now have received your child’s attendance report for the autumn second half term, and also a 
brief progress report relating to English and Maths that includes your child’s full autumn term attendance 
information. I cannot express how important good attendance is at school. To encourage this, we have 
introduced a termly prize draw of supermarket vouchers. The first prize being £50 and the second prize 
being £25. To enter the draw, your child must have 95% attendance or better across a half term.  
 
Autumn term winners are: 
Brieannah Rose Hodgson – FIRST PRIZE £50 
Leonardo Smith – SECOND PRIZE £25 
 
We will be completing another draw just before the Easter holidays. 
 
Christmas Fair 
 
The Christmas Fair was a huge success, raising over £1,200 from all of the stalls and sales. Your support 
with this was phenomenal. We are ensuring the money raised goes back to the children for future 
Christmas events and are looking into the possibility of taking them to see a pantomime next Christmas – 
so watch this space! 
 
And finally, as the final day of term draws to a close I would just like to take this opportunity to thank you 
for the welcome extended to me across this term as Woodhouse Community Primary School’s new 
Headteacher. With your support I’m sure we can make this school an even better place to be. 

Wishing you a peaceful Christmas and a Happy New Years. 
Kindest Regards, 
 
 
Ms. A. Norman 



 
 

 

Diary Dates 

Thursday 4th January 2024          School re-opens for children 

Thursday 15th February 2024          Last day of spring 1st half term (school closes for one week) 

Friday 16th February 2024                Staff Training Day 

Monday 19th – Friday 23rd 2024      February School Half Term Holidays 

Monday 26th February 2024            School re-opens for children 

Thursday 28th March 2024              Last day of spring 2nd half term (school closes for the Easter holidays) 

 

 


